Social Dimensions of Health
The Social Dimensions of Health Institute (SDHI) uniquely brings together the expertise of researchers involved in the multi-faceted aspects of health from the universities of Dundee and St Andrews. The Institute is an organisation which encompasses the variety of inter-disciplinary health-related research being conducted at the Universities of Dundee and St Andrews in the broad area of health. This venture is unique in the UK and perhaps internationally in its critical mass and span of capabilities, bringing together leading social scientists, medical researchers and practitioners (nurses, doctors, allied health professions) to tackle issues of widespread public and political concern. 
Through genuinely interdisciplinary research and postgraduate training, the Institute will tailor amalgamations of interests, datasets, and expertise to analyse and address various critical social factors influencing and stemming from health challenges.
Research Environment:

The Institute has newly refurbished offices at Airlie place, Dundee close to the main University library. The institute has its own dedicated research manager with expertise in project management, conference organisation and facilitating new research collaborations.
Location within the research group will mean routine access to a range of resources including access to statisticians, specialized qualitative and quantitative researchers, data input (both quantitative and qualitative), secretarial support, and research grant management support. We also have access to individuals and research groups who are routinely successful at obtain grant funding from the ESRC, Chief Scientist Office, Department of Health and a range of large charities.
The SDHI provides the following opportunities, within a research rich environment:

· An inter-disciplinary training weekend at the beginning of each academic year 

· The SDHI colloquia series, which involves some of the most influential health researchers from the UK and abroad (see our events page for more information) 

· SDHI inter-disciplinary health research conferences which will be held on an annual basis (see our events page for more information) 

· Information on health-related seminars held in all the departments in the Universities of Dundee and St Andrews 

· Regular email updates on health-related funding opportunities 

The Research Group:

There are both Core Staff and Affiliated Staff involved in the SDHI. The Core Staff have day-to-day responsibility for managing the activities of the SDHI.
Core Staff:

Prof. Paul Boyle is Director of the SDHI and Professor of Human Geography at the University of St Andrews.

Prof. Huw Davies is Associate Director of the SDHI and is Professor of Health Care Policy & Management at the University of St Andrews.

Dr Martyn Jones is Associate Director of the SDHI and Senior Lecturer in Nursing, University of Dundee.
Dr Brian Williams is Associate Director of the SDHI and Senior Lecturer in Behavioural Science within the Division of Community Health Sciences, University of Dundee.
Dr Vikki Entwistle is Associate Director of SDHI and Reader within the Alliance for Self-Care Research (see http://www.ascr.ac.uk )
Karen Munro is Research Manager of the SDHI.
The affiliated staff are members of the Universities of Dundee and St Andrews who are allied to the SDHI because of their health-related research interests. They include social scientists, medical researchers and practitioners making this a genuinely interdisciplinary research group. 
See  http://www.sdhi.ac.uk/research.htm for further details regarding the areas of research activities supported including

· Population, Health and Welfare Research Group 

· Centre for Public Policy and Management
· Illness Behaviour Group

