Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship Outline

Cancer Care Research Centre

TOPIC: patient and carer experiences of cancer and cancer care

The postdoctoral research fellow will work with the Cancer Care Research Team to address the issue of social inclusion in the patient and carer experience programme. This focuses on accessing “hard to reach” groups of patients and carers, in terms of patient and carer involvement in practice development and research. These include those who are marginalised, socially deprived, from minority ethnic groups, or at the end of life. They will collaborate with other interested groups within the University, with other consortium partners, and with external agencies, including the health service, voluntary sector and patient/carer groups, in order to develop collaborative proposals. The aim is to complement the current research programme and contribute to the generation of further grant income to sustain the patient and carer experience programme beyond the 3-year core funding provided by the Scottish Executive.

RESEARCH PROGRAMME

The Cancer Care Research Centre (CCRC) in the Department of Nursing and Midwifery, University of Stirling, is embarking on a major programme of research focusing on patient and carer experiences of cancer and cancer care. This ambitious programme addresses several priority areas in health care research, policy and practice, namely cancer, patient and carer involvement and inequalities in health. It is, therefore, highly likely to attract further grant funding. The programme also addresses several key areas of interest to the consortium, particularly cancer care, user and carer perspectives, inclusion, and service redesign. 

Area of proposed research

The patient and carer experience programme broadly aims: 

· To develop methods of involving patients and carers at all levels of the research and service development process

· To provide an overview of, and co-ordinate, work on patient and carer experience, patient and carer involvement and patient and carer focus within cancer care across NHS Scotland, the voluntary sector and higher education/research organisations

· To carry out high quality research on the patient and carer experience of cancer and advise on the transferability of the findings to other health conditions, where appropriate

· To develop and test a range of research methodologies which can be used to assess patient and carer experience, including innovative research methods where the opportunity arises

· To use this research to inform the design and delivery of health services, and to develop approaches to cancer service re-design based on patient and carer experience

· To communicate and disseminate findings to the public, patients and carers, an academic and research audience, policymakers, NHSScotland and the voluntary sector 

· To provide advice and support to SEHD and the NHS on issues relating to patient and carer experience, patient and carer involvement and patient- and carer-focused research
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Current research activity

The CCRC’s existing programmes of research utilise a range of research methodologies and involve multiprofessional research teams. Two other programmes of work are well established: systematic symptom management, (involving the utilisation of IT in cancer care) and cancer in older people. 

In addition to the patient experience of cancer programme, recent and ongoing research studies include:

· WISECARE+: a pan-European quasi-experimental study to evaluate the impact of promoting systematic symptom assessment and evidence-based practice on specific chemotherapy-related patient symptom outcomes.

· Supporting patients receiving chemotherapy using handheld computers - a feasibility study

· Older people’s perceptions about information, decision making and treatment for a diagnosis of cancer

· Patient experiences of cancer care in Scotland: a literature review and interview study

· GPRS mobile phone system to support patients receiving chemotherapy

· Supervised exercise programme as a rehabilitation treatment for women receiving treatment for breast cancer

Research environment

The postdoctoral fellow will join an established multidisciplinary team with wide-ranging expertise in cancer care research. The research team has a strong national and international profile in cancer care, palliative care, primary and secondary care, chronic illness and patient experience and has attracted grant income from a range of sources. Publications are extensive and wide-ranging. 

Established links with other departments within the University, in other national and international HEIs and organisations, create opportunities for collaborative research within the consortium, for multidisciplinary and cross-sector (primary, secondary, tertiary, health, social and voluntary sector care) and for practice development.
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